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The League counted its largest white member-
ship in 1865-66, and after that date it steadily
decreased. The largest negro membership was
recorded in 1867 and 1868. The total membership
was never made known. In North Carolina the
order claimed from seventy-five thousand to one
hundred and twenty-five thousand members; in
States with larger negro populations the member-
ship was probably quite as large. After the elec-
tion of 1868 only the councils in the towns re-
mained active, many of them transformed into
political clubs, loosely organized under local po-
litical leaders. The plantation negro needed less
looking after, and except in the largest towns he
became a kind of visiting member of the council in
the town. The League as a political organization
gradually died out by 1870.1

The League had served its purpose. It had
enabled a few outsiders to control the negro by
separating the races politically and it had com-

1 The Ku Klux Klan had much to do with the decline of the or-
ganization The League as the ally and successor of the Freedmen's
Bureau was one of the causes of the Ku Klux movement, because it
helped to create the conditions which made such a movement in-
evitable. As early as 1870 the radical leaders missed the support
formerly given by the League, and an urgent appeal was sent out
all over the South from headquarters in New York advocating its
ree*stablishment to assist in carrying the elections of 1870.